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Students’ understanding of “Disaster Risk Reduction Literacy,” exam scores, and 
change of awareness on disaster risk reduction: From the surveys before and after the 

course

Toshikazu OTA, Izumi MATSUNO, Yu ISHIDA 

ABSTRACT 

     So far there is no course to teach “literacy” of disaster risk reduction in Japanese education. 

Thus, this paper aims to grasp how the course of “Disaster Risk Reduction Literacy” affect the 

students’ understanding level and further awareness of disaster related issues. And, we also try to 

measure how much our enrolled students in the National College of Technology have knowledge 

about things around disasters before taking the course. We conducted questionnaire sheets-type 

surveys to apprehend the students’ status quantitatively, and examined relationships among the 

students’ understanding, exam scores, and their further awareness of disaster risk reduction statistically. 

One of our findings is that the students from the extremely affected areas by the Great Kobe 

Earthquake in 1995 know more than the students from other areas. Other findings suggest that the 

students who understand what they learn in the course at a higher level tend to get higher scores on 

their exam, and that affects their further awareness of disaster risk reduction as well. 

 
KEY WORDS: Literacy in disaster risk reduction, College of Technology, Students’ understanding, 

exam score, awareness of disaster risk reduction
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